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Newsletter

Friday 12th February 2021

Dear Families, 

Today marks our halfway point of the school year and it seems to have flown by!  

This week I have been thinking a lot about how to keep up the morale of our community
as we keep navigating through this ever changing situation and adjusting our practice
with each bit of new information. As always we remain available and there for you and
your children. And likewise, we continue to appreciate your words of thanks, support and
encouragement to our staff. 

Next week I hope that everyone takes a good rest. Parents, staff and students have all
been working so hard whether online or in school, and as the days are starting to
become a little lighter for a little longer, it will be lovely to have some time to get outside
and enjoy this.  

Over the week it will be important to take time to repair ourselves so that we are ready
for the second half of the year. We expect more news about the full reopening of schools
(and general lockdown restrictions) soon but know that until 8th March at least, our
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situation is unchanged.  In order to prepare yourself to keep going that little bit longer
after the half term break, I have collated a few things to think about or remember:

1. Try to have one word to summarise your priorities each day. Keep that in mind
throughout the day and don’t beat yourself up about everything else. 

2. Have realistic expectations of what you and your child will accomplish each day. 
Don’t try and do more than what is expected.  

3. Share your worries. If you have questions or are concerned about something, ask
one of us for help.  

4. Keep it silly. At the moment, a sense of humour will go a long way, so think of little
silly things you can do to keep things light, positive and find moments for
connection and laughter with others.  

5. Say thank you. Think about implementing some daily gratitude where you take a
moment to say thank you to one person for one thing. It will make both parties feel
good!  

By way of contribution to a bit of silliness and laughter, Anna Row and Rihana Hussain in
the admin team have kindly prepared a family quiz for the first Thursday back after the
break (Thursday 25th February). Families and staff are all invited to gather their loved
ones and join us online for what we hope will be a fun social evening. Please do take a
look at the poster below and contact arow@thsl.org.uk if you’d like to join. Entry is free
and you could even win a £25 amazon voucher for your efforts.  

For now, I wish you all a half term that is relaxing, has a lot of happiness, and a little bit of
silliness too.  

Ms Camilleri
Executive Head Teacher

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

mailto:arow@thsl.org.uk
http://eepurl.com/gUyl1r
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
javascript:;


12/02/2021 THS Newsletter - 12.02.21

https://mailchi.mp/436fbecfb6ab/ths-newsletter-120221?e=458b8e6a0c 3/13

Dates For Your Diary
 

Fri 12th Feb - Last day of half term (1st half)
Mon 15th - Fri 19th Feb - Half term holiday
Mon 22nd Feb - Spring term (2nd half) starts
Fri 26th Mar - Last day of spring term
Mon 19th Apr - Inset day
Tues 20th Apr - Summer term (1st half) starts

Combatting The Boredom
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Last term, Friday afternoon was my favourite time of the week. This might sound
obvious, but I really loved it because of the Upper School assembly. It was a joyous
occasion where students and staff celebrated achievements, discussed ways to be
ourselves and be better, and talked about the things we had to look forward to. Everyone
would have a bit of a laugh, usually at my expense.

This term didn’t turn out the way we had hoped. Many of the things we had to look
forward to have been postponed indefinitely along with many of our hobbies and
pastimes. We’re stuck in front of screens all day, with perhaps a small amount of respite
in a short walk to the local park or shops. Even the few of us onsite aren’t able to
properly interact. When Friday afternoon rolls around, it pretty much feels like every
other day.

I’m finding it pretty boring, so I can only imagine how our students, and all kids in the UK
for that matter, must be feeling.

We’re at an important moment in the lockdown. We can start to see a light at the end of
the tunnel with the vaccine roll out and some good news regarding transmission rates,
but we’re getting fatigued at the monotony of it all. These feelings might manifest
themselves as increased anxiety or depression, or perhaps even an increase in
impulsive and challenging behaviours.

My message this week is to acknowledge these feelings and behaviours for what they
are - a  manifestation of the annoying and boring situation we find ourselves in. It’s best
to respond, not react. The only thing we can do is keep going, and maybe try something
new in order to inject some much needed excitement into our lives. The next thing on my
list is to take my own advice.

Have a lovely half-term everybody.

Ms Young
Head of Upper School

Ode To Bella

Bella, Bella, you make me feel happy, 
You calm me down when I’m sad,
Bella, Bella, you bark, you jump, you
whimper,
You have very nice floppy ears,
You wag your tail when you are excited to
see me,
You have very soft fur, it is a lovely

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://eepurl.com/gUyl1r
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
javascript:;


12/02/2021 THS Newsletter - 12.02.21

https://mailchi.mp/436fbecfb6ab/ths-newsletter-120221?e=458b8e6a0c 5/13

golden colour,
You love playing ball,
You are funny, you wee on the mat,
Bella, Bella, you make me feel happy and
I love you.

by Loucas
District Class

 

A Huge “Well done” to all of our students for coping with all the changes since lockdown.

Max and Nicky are on course to achieve great results in their English A-Levels. Keep up
the good work! Max has also finished publishing his book which will be on sale shortly,
release date 24th February 2021.

Dov has been continuing his Art lessons remotely too, with supplies having been
delivered to his home a few weeks ago to enable him to continue with his A-level too.

Rafael and NIcky have also been working hard this week, taking their Film Studies mock
for Ms Lyons.

 

College Update:

At college, Abde has passed his Childcare course and has also taken some Maths and
English exams remotely - Well done Abde.  

Michael is doing really well on his Engineering course and has achieved two Distinctions
in his coursework.
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Well done to another DLR student (who wishes to remain anonymous) for achieving 96%
in his exams too. An amazing result!

Please remind the students to attend the morning and afternoon form times if they are
not in other lessons at those times.

Have a great half-term holiday!

Mr Tysman
DLR Class

Hello, Parents and Carers.

I hope you are well and keeping safe. 

Here in Metropolitan Class, we have been discussing
‘everything snow.’ We have all spoken about our adventures in
the snow over the past week which has been lovely to hear. 

Also this week, we were joined by Leo, a guest speaker who spoke to us all about
LGBTQ+ and explained about all the different flags. A massive thank you to Ms Tressler
and Leo for a fantastic session. 

This week, the class team has selected Chisom to write the newsletter on behalf of
Metropolitan Class.

News from Chisom
On Monday, the snow appeared in the
morning at 8:45. I was so happy that the
snow was here that I wanted to go
outside for a walk in the snow and have
fun. Outside at the park in the snow me,
my mum and my two brothers had a
snow fight, it was so much fun to be out
of the house. 
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All of Metropolitan spoke about the fun
they had in the snow over the week. 

This week, Metropolitan Class students
made pizza in our cookery lesson.

On my pizza, I put peppers, tomato
sauce, sausages and pepperoni . It
tasted super delicious. It was the best
lunch I have ever tasted and my family
loved the taste of my pizza. 

For our warm up game before some lessons, me, my teachers and my classmate friends
were playing lots of fun games. The games we’re playing are guessing the flag, guessing
the object and guessing the music. I enjoyed these games because they are so much fun
to play. I enjoyed having a laugh with my friends during the warm up game.  

Have a good half-term everyone and stay safe. 

Chisom
Metropolitan Student

Happy 18th Birthday Reuben!

Wishing our superstar Reuben a very
happy 18th birthday!

Reuben, we are so proud of how far you
have come and all of your achievements.

We wish you a wonderful year filled with
laughter, memories and lots of fun.

Best wishes from everyone at The
Holmewood School. 
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As we come to the end of another jam packed half term, we are all incredibly proud of
how hard Metropolitan and the rest of the students across the school have managed all
of the changes. 

I would personally like to thank all of Metropolitan for staying positive, making us smile
and laugh throughout remote learning. You have shown us all what amazing people you
all are. 

I would also like to thank all of the Metropolitan team for their help, support and
encouragement this half term. You are all amazing and we are very lucky to have you. 

Lastly, I would like to thank all of the parents and carers for the support completing
homework, supporting cooking sessions and for helping your child to locate their
lessons. 

On behalf of myself and the Metropolitan Class team, we would like to wish you a
wonderful and safe half term. 

Best wishes,
 
Ms Perera
Metropolitan Class

Drama Therapy News

I would like to say how extremely proud I feel of all the students, they have shown
resilience and strength in coping with this incredible situation we have found ourselves in.
I have posted endless google classroom lessons which the students have responded to
remarkably well. I feel that they have continued to learn and have developed their
understanding of the less practical side of drama, such as lighting, costume and set
design. They have improved how they evaluate and analyse performers on stage and
how to record their response to stimuli. While working online with the students I have
been so impressed at how they demonstrate patience, thoughtfulness and respect when
using the tools, raise hand, mute and chat. I would like also to thank all the parents and
carers who have worked so hard to support the learning.

I came across this resource from the Institute of Imagination, which some of you may find
useful as half term activities. It is not specifically linked to drama but has some great
experiments that can be done with household objects. If any of you do get involved I
would love to see some pictures. 
https://ioi.london/lockdown_schools/utm_campaign=12122447_Weekly%20email%20nu
mber%2043&utm_medium=email&utm_source=artsdepot&dm_i=1Q53,77TQN,NKTA4,T
8Y58,1

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://ioi.london/lockdown_schools/?utm_campaign=12122447_Weekly%20email%20number%2043&utm_medium=email&utm_source=artsdepot&dm_i=1Q53,77TQN,NKTA4,T8Y58,1
http://eepurl.com/gUyl1r
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
javascript:;


12/02/2021 THS Newsletter - 12.02.21

https://mailchi.mp/436fbecfb6ab/ths-newsletter-120221?e=458b8e6a0c 9/13

I can recommend that you keep an eye on forthcoming events at North Finchley
Artsdepot and performances streamed on youtube by the National Theatre. I came
across this selection of free online activities from ‘The List’ website,  for a range of ages
some of the events may be of interest to you but do please check this yourself.
https://www.list.co.uk/events/kids/online-events/price:free/ 

World student film online festival covid 2021

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14Jg0XeLc0cBCpkHq
m7zmdLP66N8MDRZgYqUSzpt6Jy8/edit#slide=id.p

I have prepared a presentation for anyone interested in making a short 2 min film for the
competition. You do not necessarily need to have actors in your  film, you could achieve
the same effect with either voice over or placards. Please let me know if you plan to
make an entry so that I can support you. 

I would like to wish you all a restful half term. 

Ms Axetorn
Drama Therapist

The Holmewood Gallery
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Designated Team For Child Protection And
Safeguarding

If you are a student and have been harmed, or are at risk of harm, these are the people
who can help. You can also talk to us if you are worried that another student is at risk of
harm.

Copyright © 2020 The Holmewood School London, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email as you are part of The Holmewood School community 

The Holmewood School London  
88 Woodside Park Road, 

Woodside Park, 
Barnet, 
London

N12 8SH

Phone: 020 8920 0660 
E-mail: enquiries@thsl.org.uk

                          
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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