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Friday 4th December 2020

10th Birthday 

       Newsletter!       
     

Click on the logo to watch
our special 10th birthday

video on our facebook page.
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Dear Families, 

This week started with a great celebration for our 10th birthday.  Students and staff had a
lot of fun celebrating with parties in their bubbles.  We hope you’ve managed to see
some of our photos on social media.   If not, don’t worry as this episode of our newsletter
is a birthday bonanza! 

Whilst we couldn’t celebrate widely, we certainly put in a lot of effort.  Costumes were
amazing, the school buildings were wonderfully glittery...and there was certainly a lot of
birthday cake. 
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On the subject of cake, Ms Bridget Young and I (with the help of our Chief Tasters) were
responsible for judging the Holmewood Bake Off.  Entries were of high quality and were
both professional and delicious.  It was a tough job but the winners are as follows:

3rd place: Piccadilly Line Class
 

2nd place: Nicky representing DLR
Line Class

1st place: Amy representing Bakerloo Line Class

Cakes were judged on a number of categories including taste, visual appeal, texture,
creativity and relevance to the theme.  Well done to everyone who entered! 

I was also very proud to be invited to judge the Holmewood art competition with Ms Tara
Young. The brief was to create a representation of aspects of our school - any site, any
part.  Entries were spectacular and there were so many to choose from.  I will leave Ms
Tara Young to announce the winners below.  Please look out for our gallery (to come)
where we will showcase all the work for you to see.  
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Although every member of staff at
Holmewood is superbly committed and
dedicated to our students, this week I’d
like to give special thanks to Ms D’Silva,
Ms Gallagher and Ms Lempaszek who
have all been here since day one, back in
November 2010, when we had just 3
students and a few scraps of second
hand furniture. Their support and
contribution from the very start has made
our school what it is and I’m proud to
work with them every day.  

Thank you to all those who sent special messages to us over our birthday.  A special
thank you also goes to Mrs Hayllar (Joseph’s mother) who has organised a very special
memorial that we will be working on over the next few weeks.  I will share it with you all
when it is completed.  

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  Although we are out of lockdown, please still
protect yourselves and keep safe.  

Best wishes

Ms Camilleri
Executive Head Teacher

Dates For Your Diary
 

Wed 16th Dec @ 2.15pm - Winter Cafe at Upper School
Wed 16th Dec - Last day of Autumn term
Tues 5th & Wed 6th Jan - Inset days
Thurs 7th Jan - Spring term (1st half) starts

Keep Going

It has been quite a juxtaposition this
week, celebrating Holmewood’s tenth
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birthday while incidents of COVID19 are
lurking. Moving from lockdown into Tier
Two in the lead up to Festive
Celebrations, I’d like to acknowledge
what a challenge it is for us all to keep
going. 

The birthday celebrations have made me
reflect on my time at Holmewood. I quite
literally wouldn’t be where I am today
without the school. When I applied for a
job at the school in early 2012, I needed
a Visa. I had been denied many teaching
opportunities in London for this reason
and I had to hand over a role that I loved
(English Coordinator in a Pupil Referral
Unit) to someone else because the
school could not sponsor me. There were
many years where I had this phone
background that simply said Keep Going. 

Eight years later, with Holmewood's help, not only am I a British Citizen, but I also get to
do my dream job.

Many of us have stories about how Holmewood has saved us. I have realised how much
working with our young people and their families has provided a sense of purpose to my
career. That sense of purpose has really kept me going this year with the endless
barrage of bad news, while being so far away from my family in Australia. 

Sometimes I forget how lucky I am because of the grind of the day to day, the weather,
difficult interactions with others and of course the many restrictions we have had to live
with this year. Sometimes all we can do is keep going, with the understanding that we will
get through it. We always do. 

Ms Young
Head of Upper School

10 Years At Holmewood

10 years of trundling up the Northern line each morning, 10 years of working with lovely
colleagues, 10 years of working with the best kids who I feel incredibly lucky to work with
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every day.

I started Holmewood in September 2010 with very little idea of what I was letting myself
in for and, if I'm honest, probably a lot more enthusiasm than experience or relevant
skills for the job! We had three students, a few tables and a couple of chairs. We set
about building our wee school.

Fast forward 10 years and what I am most proud of is not the awards or accreditations
(although lovely). It is the fact that we have built a home for students who previously felt
that they didn't belong anywhere. Kids who were told 'they didn't fit', who didn't feel
understood or ‘good enough’ and who thought they would never feel happy at school.

We slowly convinced students who had faced years of bullying, rejection and loneliness
that they were in fact talented and brilliant in so many ways.  I remember a taster day
student who told me (in a tiny whisper) as we sat on the bench in the playground,  that
'they watched other students play' as it was ‘the closest they had ever got to having a
friend’. We hope to welcome them to Holmewood in January. This is  what we do best.
We put happiness first. This is one of many reasons that I have been happily trundling up
the Northern line for the past 10 years and hope to do so for many more.

Best Wishes,

Ms D'Silva
Assistant Head

10th Birthday Art Competition

I would like thank all students who submitted entries to The Holmewood School 10th
Anniversary Art Competition. The standard was high and it was extremely difficult to
choose the winners. In fact, Myles Beckwith, Leah Lynch, Natty Clarke and Mariah Ensley
were given a Special Commendation Certificate for their unique interpretation of the brief.
After much deliberation, the results were as follows: 

3rd place: Layla McJennett for her
colourful and intricate representation of 
Woodside Park School.
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2nd place: Chisom Ojukwu for his bright
and detailed depiction of Woodside Park
School.

1st place: Patrick Humphreys for a
beautiful watercolour painting of the
Muswell Hill gardens and building.

A huge congratulations to the three winners. 

Ms T Young
Head of Sixth Form

Birthday Word Search
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Here is a special word search to celebrate our tenth birthday! How quickly can you find all
the words?

 

District Class have had a brilliant week this week. On Monday, we were able to celebrate
the 10th Anniversary of The Holmewood School with a party. In the morning, students
decorated a cake for the party, and joined in with party games and food with Piccadilly
Class. 
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Last week in Maths, we were looking at the book ‘If The World Were A Village’ by David J
Smith. The children were creating bar charts and pictograms thinking about nationalities,
languages and religions of the 7.8 billion people in the world. This led to some interesting
discussions about the different people in the world. 

In English, we have continued our work on The Iron Man. We have completed reading
the text, and the children have created some lovely robot heroes in preparation for
writing a story based on the book. The children have also created a 3D Iron Man, and
found some expanded noun phrases in the text to describe the Iron Man.  

In Science, we have continued our topic on Light. We have been learning about the parts
of the eye, and how shadows are made. 

Ms Lutman
District Class

Hello all from Bakerloo!

I hope you are all keeping well.
 
We have been enjoying the run up to Christmas, despite the cold and dark weather!
Bakerloo have had some outstanding moments this half term.

As you have already read above, for the 10 year anniversary of The Holmewood School,
Patrick won the school art competition with his beautiful painting of the Upper School
and Amy made a delicious cake which won the baking competition. Well done to both of
you!

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://eepurl.com/gUyl1r
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
javascript:;


11/12/2020 THS Newsletter - 04.12.20

https://mailchi.mp/840afeb37331/ths-newsletter-041220?e=458b8e6a0c 10/17

To celebrate the day of the anniversary, Bakerloo enjoyed an afternoon of party games,
food, and dressing up! A special shout out to Nico for his fabulous goth costume.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we have been unable to do some of the activities we
had planned. However, for our class reward, we will be enjoying a film showing of The
Nightmare Before Christmas next week with Northern class, with lots of treats and festive
spirit.
Despite being unable to ice skate for PE, Bakerloo have thoroughly enjoyed some very
competitive games of Boccia and have worked very well as a team! We are looking
forward to finally being able to squeeze in one ice skating trip next week for our last PE
lesson!

A big shout out to Joshua Beckford becoming Bakerloo’s class representative for the
student council! He won us all over with his fantastic speech! Thank you again to all the
other students who also ran. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.

Best wishes,

The Bakerloo Team

Therapy News

Ms Nash led a successful collage
workshop in Girl’s Club in Muswell Hill.
The aim of the workshop was to promote
positivity, resilience and empowerment
through inspiring pictures and positive
slogans. The activity also had a calming
and mindfulness element, as each
student sat and concentrated on their
individual pictures.

On Monday 30th November, the school
enjoyed dressing up and celebrating
Holmewood’s 10th birthday anniversary.

The theme was Wild and Wacky and a
wonderful time was had by all. Here is Ms
Nash and Ms Young dressed up in the
party photo booth.
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In therapy sessions Ms Nash has enjoyed playing Articulate for kids with the students.
This game supports attention, listening, turn taking, verbal comprehension, verbal
reasoning, vocabulary development and word description. It also supports conversational
awareness and the development of clarification within verbal interactions. The game
promotes the development of descriptive language, narrative skills as well as students’
ability to express their wants/needs more effectively.

In both Piccadilly and Metropolitan we
have been focussing on making a good
guess about what other people are
thinking and feeling. 

The students in both of these classes
have enjoyed filling in thought bubbles
with their own creative ideas, using clues
from faces and body language to help
them guess.

I have been leading a weekly socially distanced singing wellbeing session on
Wednesdays by the pond at Muswell Hill, which is rapidly turning into a Holmewood
School choir!  At the moment we have been focussing on seasonal songs, but next term
the students are encouraged to suggest any of their favourite songs which ‘fit’ with our
mixed group (mostly Central and Metropolitan students currently). 

All staff and students are welcome, and feedback from our participants has been that it is
a lovely way to start the day and get everybody happy and in the green zone.  We plan to
have a festive sing song by the pond at lunchtime on Friday 11th December
accompanied by mince pies and mulled wine (non-alcoholic of course)!

Have a lovely weekend everyone!
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Ms Wallis-Jones
Speech & Language Therapist

The Holmewood 10th Birthday Gallery
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