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Newsletter

Friday 16th October 2020

Dear Families, 

We’ve come to the end of another good week at Holmewood and the teachers and
therapists have lots of news to share with you. 

This week we had a photographer in school taking photos to update our prospectus and
website as many of the featured students have now left the school, and we wanted to
include our new facilities.  Thank you to those who extended their permissions so that
their children could be included.  

I’d like to remind you all that our Covid-19 risk assessment is on our website where you
can view it in its entirety if you choose.  You will all know that the guidance to schools
insists that windows are open in each room (classrooms, halls, offices etc) to ensure
ventilation.  We are now coming to the time where this can feel a little uncomfortable.
 Our heating is on of course but I’d like to ask that you ensure your child is as warm as
possible when leaving home and has everything they need to help them stay warm.
 Some things that may help are: 

thermal underwear
layers of clothing (as opposed to single heavy jumpers etc)
thick socks
hats
reusable heat packs in pockets or inside clothing
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heated jackets and body warmers (I’ve seen these on Amazon starting at about
£30)
warm drinks and warm lunches sent in food flasks (many keep food warm for up to
12 hours)

Finally, I’d like to welcome a few new students soon joining school. Lulu will join District
Line Class on Monday, Mae who has been with us on an assessment placement will join
Northern Line Class on a permanent basis from Monday, and Kevin will join Piccadilly
Line Class after half term.  

Wishing you all a happy weekend.

Ms Camilleri
Head Teacher

Dates For Your Diary
 

Fri 23rd Oct - Last day of Autumn term (1st half)
Mon 26th - Fri 30th Oct - Half term  
Mon 2nd Nov - Autumn term (2nd half) starts
Wed 16th Dec - Last day of Autumn term
Tues 5th & Wed 6th Jan - Inset days
Thurs 7th Jan - Spring term (1st half) starts

Spooky Halloween Party

Next Friday we are holding a Spooky Halloween Party for all Lower School and Upper
School students.

It will be held at our Upper School site in Muswell Hill and there is a £5 ticket entry price
which will go to our Young Enterprise business.

All students will be kept in their bubbles.
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Support Not Serve

Perhaps our greatest wish for our young people is that they grow to have autonomy over
their own lives. We dare to dream that they will live independently, find careers that
inspire them to engage and build relationships that help them lead fulfilling lives. 

Like many of us, they will require support to achieve all of this and like many of us they
will spend much of their lives on this journey. Therefore the key is to support them to
become lifelong learners, to guide them along the path of being themselves and being
better.

We must remember that it’s about supporting our young people, not serving them. To
serve is to perform duties or services for them, whereas to support is to give assistance
to and hold up. To go all neurotypical and speak in proverbs - ‘give a man a fish and you
feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime’. 

This extends to all areas of life for our young people. We can support them (as always)
by explaining the relevance, breaking the concept down and teaching the concept
explicitly. Then we need to gradually step back until they are doing it themselves and
generalising it in different environments.

When generalising, our young people may take longer than we like, they may not do it
our way, they may make mistakes. All of this will be difficult for us to watch and even
more difficult for us to allow. This is because we think our experience and expertise
makes us experts and we only want what’s best for our young people. We may even
have an attachment to the fact that they need us. Either way, when we serve them, we
are teaching them to be dependent. This is in direct opposition to our dream for them,
which is independence. 

Ms Young
Head of Upper School
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All Rabbits Great and Small

Last Thursday we had a special visit from The Finchley Vet clinic.

Dr Oli came to Woodside park site to talk to students about rabbit care and answer any
questions they had.  

We learned so much about rabbits, including their diet, housing, communication and
behaviour. We have also learned about their grooming as well as social needs. There
were some amazing questions from our students -  some expected, some very
unexpected!

Either way, it was a very productive session and we will be implementing this knowledge
daily when caring for our bunnies on both sites. 

Greetings from Piccadilly!

Piccadilly have been studying autobiographies and biographies in English this half term. 
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It was a great way to get to learn about each other and find out interesting facts about
each other. Did you know that Piccadilly class have a total of 5 cats and dogs and 9
siblings between the 4 students!

During our biography writing, we have been looking at Ruby Bridges who was the first
black student to be accepted into a non-segregated school in America. 

During our daily sensory circuit, Piccadilly have been
practising mindfulness.

This particular exercise was called ‘Inhaling the
Universe.’ 

Students were asked to take a big breath in and inhale
the universe before exhaling it all back out again. 

During our gross motor skills activity this week, we have
been taking inspiration from the animal world.

We have waddled like penguins, flapped like butterflies
and walked like grizzly bears.

It is great to see students laughing and enjoying
themselves whilst improving their strength, stamina and
balance. 

Finally, Piccadilly class have been working hard to complete their home learning tasks
each week. They are logging on to Google Classroom and completing exercises from
their CGP books. Very impressive from our youngest students in the school!

We are looking forward to visiting Muswell Hill next week and all the ghoulish activities
planned for us. I think we will all be ready to enjoy a relaxing half term by then. 

Ms Gardner
Piccadilly Class

Dear Parents,

We are coming to the end of the first half term and it's been a really good start back to
school for all in Northern. We have seen new friendships forming with both students and
staff. Students have attended and done well in their lessons since the restart. 
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Below we have some pictures of students and staff experimenting with eggs during their
science lesson. Students had to create a barrier around the egg so that when they
dropped the egg from above them, the barrier around the egg would protect it and stop it
from breaking.

Only 4 students managed to create a barrier that protected the egg from breaking. 

Hope you all have a great half term and enjoy your rest.

Mr Rose
Northern Class

Therapy News

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

During the last two weeks, Ms Nash has been spending time in her classes, getting to
know the students in different lessons and during wellbeing activities.  She has been
contacting parents of students with annual reviews coming up and has enjoyed using a
variety of holistic assessment approaches to best identify the students’ needs.
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Ms Wallis-Jones has been working on the “size of the problem” with Piccadilly class,
helping students work out how ‘big’ a problem really is in order to match their emotional
reactions to a problem (ranging from ‘catastrophic’ to ‘should be ignored’).  The children
have shown some great problem solving skills. 

In the sixth form, one of our topics of focus has been Fake News and the students have
engaged in discussions about politics, made-up stories, emotions attached to fake news
articles and the reasons why people are likely to share fake news on social media.  

A few students in Central have ‘discovered’ some really shocking news articles in the
Holmewood News archives, including one memorable article about a serial killer
Teaching Assistant!

Ms Wallis-Jones
Speech & Language Therapist

The Holmewood Gallery
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