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Newsletter

Friday 25 June 2021

Sports Day - Postponed
 
We regret to inform you that Sports Day on Tuesday 29th June, has been
postponed due to anticipated heavy rain. 
 
We are looking for a new date and will advise of this soon.

Dear Families,  
 
For the last few weeks, the big thing on everyone’s mind has been class lists for next
year. I hope by now you have all had your letters, and know which class your child will be
in and which staff will be supporting them. Students were informed on Tuesday so that
we could begin transition planning and activities so they can become familiar with their
new teams.   
 
As always, as well as saying goodbye to some students in July, we will be saying
goodbye to staff, all of whom have played an essential role in ensuring our school meets
its goals. At the end of term we will be saying goodbye to Mr Marquardt (who will be
taking up a post as trainee psychotherapist with CAMHS.) Mr Dev (who will be working
on his own independent ventures.) Ms Tavor (who is relocating and taking on new
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challenges.) Ms Mallett and Ms Scott-Price (who are both starting their Initial Teacher
Training,) and Ms Nash (who will be taking up new opportunities in Speech and
Language Therapy.) In addition, Mr Tonkin, who has covered Ms Clack’s maternity leave,
will be taking up a permanent art teacher post in a new school. Thank you to everyone
who we have had the pleasure of working with.   
 
To support the school moving forward we welcome Claire Pitts (from Dwight School,) who
will be joining us as a Key Stage 3 teacher. Claire is dual trained as a teacher and a
therapist and has nearly 20 years experience of teaching. Following the birth of baby
Maisie, Ms Clack is moving to a part time role, and we will be joined by Gemma Walters
who is a very experienced Art Teacher. We also have a number of new teaching
assistants joining our team including Alex Brown, Beth Bostwick, Lowri Griffiths, Hirali
Ganatra (who actually started last week,) and Gad Pinnock Clarke. I’m sure you will all
get to know them soon and make them feel very welcome.   
 
In other news, I’ve created new Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) posts for both
sites in September. HLTAs require a unique national qualification with mentoring and
formal assessment of their teaching (over one year,) so that they can support teachers in
a wider range of ways, lead groups, implement interventions, cover lessons etc. We had
a number of exceptional internal candidates and it was a very tough decision but I’m
pleased to announce that Ms Ilana Young, and Mr Ryan Murphy were appointed to these
roles. Very well done to both of them.   
 
As I end and wish you well for the weekend, I remind you once again to continue using
the rapid flow tests to test your child and your household for Covid 19 twice a week. We
are hearing about rises in cases of Covid-19 once again on the news and should take
every precaution. Please continue to follow the government’s advice, keep distance,
keep up the good hygiene practice, keep wearing face coverings and avoid large
gatherings.    
 
Wishing you all a relaxing weekend….with a bit less rain. 
 
Ms Camilleri 
Executive Head Teacher

Dates For Your Diary
 

Fri 2nd July - 6th Form Graduation and Prom
Mon 12th July - Student of the Year awards (whole school)
Wed 14th July - End of term
Thurs 15th July - Inset day

Sarcasm 
 
‘Sarcasm is the lowest form of wit,’ my mother used to say. She didn’t find my constant
sarcasm as a teenager at all cute.  

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://eepurl.com/gUyl1r
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9a6ba18d66353c27bef8d3bfe&id=7d66ff8082
javascript:;


25/06/2021 THS Newsletter - 25.06.21

https://mailchi.mp/1a5fa617979f/ths-newsletter-250621?e=458b8e6a0c 3/17

 
In my conversations with different girls at the Upper School this week, I was struck by the
level of sarcasm used. I found this quite surprising and told them so.  
 
One girl replied, ‘autistic people aren’t supposed to understand sarcasm, but we do. We
find it hilarious.’  
 
As I have discussed previously, many of our young people are considered ‘abstract
interpreters’ in Michelle Garcia Winner’s Social Communication Profile.

They have average to well above average verbal cognitive abilities, though they often
have difficulty using language in ways that connect them to others. 
 
Sarcasm refers to the use of words that mean the opposite of what you really want to
say, especially in order to insult someone, to show irritation, or just to be funny.  
 
Research suggests that students with autism produce and perceive humor in ways that
are different from their same-age peers. They tend to prefer jokes with straightforward
endings. Sarcasm is actually fairly straightforward, as it’s meaning is often really just the
opposite of what has been said. The tone of voice also gives it away.  
 
The literature highlights the importance of humor in developing and maintaining
relationships. It has been shown to reduce social uncertainty and anxiety.  
 
Sarcasm seems to be a way in which our young people are connecting with each other
and the adults in the school, and I for one am all for it.  
 
Sorry mum.  
 
Ms Young 
Head of Upper School 
 
(I enjoyed reading this article in preparation for the newsletter this week:
https://www.aane.org/aspergers-syndrome-humor/)

OT Cafe Food Festival for Students
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The Appliance of Science - Electricity and Plugs 
 
Our Bakerloo and Northern classes this week were calculating electrical power and tried
wiring their own plug under high supervision with safety precautions in place.
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Electricity can flow either as direct or alternating current, and is used in homes to power
electrical appliances. The National Grid distributes electricity throughout the country. 
 
Electricity can be hazardous. Insulation, earthing, fuses and circuit breakers help to
protect us from electrical injury. Electrical energy is current multiplied by voltage and
time. 
 
A mains electricity cable contains two or three inner wires. Each has a core of copper,
because copper is a good conductor of electricity. The outer layers are flexible plastic,
because plastic is a good electrical insulator.

The inner wires are colour coded and
have different functions: 
Live (Brown) - is held at a voltage of
230V and provides the current 
Neutral (Blue) - completes the circuit 
Earth (Green and Yellow) - a safety wire
to stop the appliance becoming live 
 
Mr Podichetty 
Science Teacher

Josh's LEGO machine
For this LEGO design, I was inspired by gears and cogs to
create a fast spinning manual motor. 
 
The end cog can spin an axle at a speed of about 25,000 rpm
(revolutions per minute.) During this designing process, I
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learnt a lot about energy and how it cannot be created from
nothing. It can spin so fast that it will spin a propeller that lifts
up from the top of the axle, which then can hover for a short
while.

I usually design stuff that I have designed in my mind rather than drawing it on paper
first. It gives me much more leeway and can easily be changed. 
 
Josh L 
Bakerloo Class Student

Circle Class had an exciting and busy few weeks. 
 
In Life Skills, Circle have been learning about the importance of personal hygiene and
what they can do to keep good personal hygiene. We had a very funny session practising
shaving on balloons!

Mariah wrote a comic in two parts which now lives in our Circle Class library. She was
kind enough to read it to us all! What an impressive piece of work that she made at
home.
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Circle have worked so hard and earned a lovely second reward trip. After some delicious
beverages at Starbucks, we all walked to the park and had a great time, despite the rain.

Circle Class have been spending some lovely time together, building forts, helping each
other in lessons and sharing funny videos with each other. It’s been so lovely to see.
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Circle Class really enjoyed the lower school watersports. Luca was thrilled to find the
giant shark statues he’d been researching, and Tomisin entertained the class with a
beatboxing performance on the train. Everyone joined in with the activities so well. 
 
Well done Circle Class! 
 
Ms Wiltshire 
Circle Class Teacher
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Central Class have had a lovely week this week.  
 
We have enjoyed the freedom of exams ending with a celebratory lunch alongside DLR,
that gave us the opportunity to socialise in a really lovely environment all together -
students had the best time!

We also thoroughly enjoyed kayaking, staff and students had so many stories to share,
and it was such a lovely thing to be a part of. A special mention to Faye and Ms Mathews
for supporting each other jumping in the canal. Livia for being so considerate to others
and making sure they were all ok, and Jude for typing things out of his comfort zone and
jumping off the platform!  
 
A huge congratulations to Charles on passing his driving test- we are immensely proud of
you! Jaden for always being positive and having amazing energy throughout the day, and
Maddie for being resilient with all the changes and keeping positive- well done.  
 
Iaian for his first  travel training to school and showing independence skills- keep up the
great work! Freya for achieving SALT targets and showing great resilience throughout
the week. Leah for thinking about others and making lovely conversations with
students.Sophia for another great day at school socialising in the common room and
having a laugh with students and staff.  
 
We are very much looking forward to some reward trips as we get closer to our summer
break. Miss Mathews will email about these so you are all aware. 
 
Well done Central for all your hard work and dedication to your studies.  
 
Ms Sherriff 
Central Class Teacher

The Holmewood Gallery
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Designated Team For Child Protection And
Safeguarding 
 
If you are a student and have been harmed, or are at risk of harm, these are the people
who can help. You can also talk to us if you are worried that another student is at risk of
harm.
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